
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

ST JOHN BOSCO, 

WOODLEY 

 Sunday 21st December 2025                                                                                          
4th SUNDAY IN ADVENT - A 
                                                           

St. John Bosco Church 
56 Western Avenue, 
Woodley, Reading. 

RG5 3BH 
 

Parish Priest 
Fr. Leo Odomeja 

 
Parish Administrator 

Debs Gibson 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday - Friday 
9.30am - 2.30pm 

Tel: 0118 969 3423 
 

Email 
office@stjohnbosco.co.uk 

 
Website 

stjohnbosco.co.uk    
        

Facebook 
  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1455918784702101 

 
Safeguarding Minister 

Julie Hamblin 
07950 978592 

 
Adoration 

9.30am - before weekday Mass 

 
Confessions 

After weekday Masses & 
Saturday at 5.45pm 

 
Tea/Coffee 

After Wed & Sun Mass 
 

Priest’s Mass Intentions 
Please complete a brown 
envelope in the foyer and  

arrange with the office  
 

Part of  
Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth 

Registered Charity Number 
1199568 

 
Diocesan Newsletter 

www.portsmouthdiocese.org
.uk/enews/current.php  

ST. DOMINIC 
SAVIO 
SCHOOL:  
Applications 
for a reception 
place in 
September 2026 closes 
at midnight on 15th 
January 2026.  
Please remember that if 
applying for a school 
place, in any year, you 
will have to submit a SIF - 
Supplementary 
Application Form, along 
with your child's 
Baptism certificate for 
your child to be placed in 
the higher categories. 
This also applies if you 
have a sibling already 
in school. Each school 
place is offered on a case 
by case basis.  
 
LAST OPEN MORNING - 
Friday 9th Jan at 
9.30am - 11am 
 

VOCATIONS: "The Spirit 
of the Lord God is upon 
me because the Lord has 
anointed me. " Is he 
asking you to follow Him 
by serving in the 
priesthood or 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL 
 

On admission, all Catholics 
must inform staff if they wish 

to receive Holy  
Communion or see a priest.  

 
Catholic Chaplaincy RBH  

   
0118 322 7105 

Arrangements are patient-led 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO  
CATHOLIC PRIMARY 

SCHOOL  
Western Avenue, 

Woodley RG5 3BH 
Tel. 0118 969 3893 

 
Head Teacher:  

Mrs. Laura Hulland 
Website: 

www.stdominicsavio.co.uk Today’s Psalm Response:  Let the Lord enter; 
    he is the King of glory.  

consecrated life? Talk to 
your priest or contact Cn. 
John Cooke. 
vocations@portsmouthdio
cese.org.uk. Or call 

THE  FOURTH 
SUNDAY IN 
ADVENT- YEAR A.  
 
Today, the third 
purple candle is lit. It 
signifies LOVE. Can 
we imagine a world without love? 
Can we imagine our lives without 
love? Perhaps not! What sort of 
lives would we live if we had no 
love in them? We could correctly 
infer that God did not intend a 
world without love. For as          
St. John emphatically states: “…
God is love!” (1John 4:8, 16).  
 
And when he 
was born, little 
wonder then 
that the angel 
choirs sang on 
Christmas night: 
“Glory to God in 
the Highest…". 
We will resume singing these very 
words again in the Gloria on 
Christmas night.  
It’s LOVE which makes Christmas 
such a lovely season! It’s the love 
which characterizes the season 
that has almost everyone looking 
forward to it and celebrating it. 
Love, indeed, makes the world go 
round! Let us hope we can all find 
love this Christmas.  

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES: 

• 24th Dec 5pm Children's Nativity 
Mass 

• 24th Dec 8pm Midnight Mass - 
carols at 7.30pm 

• 25th Dec 10.00am Christmas 
Day 

• 26th December 11.30am Altar 
servers especially to attend the 
Feast of St. Stephen Mass. 

• 27th Dec 6.30pm St. John 
(Apostle)  

• 28th Dec 10.00am The Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph  

 
OFFICE CLOSED: 25th Dec  - 8th 
January inclusive. 
 
NO WEEKDAY MASSES from 29th 
Dec until Feb 11th which will be a 
whole school Mass (with 
parishioners) at 9.30am.  

This is a 3 week newsletter. 

SPECIAL  
MESSAGE FROM 

FR. LEO.  
THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR KIND 
GIFTS.  

I WISH YOU A 
VERY JOYOUS  

CHRISTMAS AND 
A VERY HAPPY 

NEW YEAR. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1455918784702101/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1455918784702101/
http://www.stdominicsavio.co.uk


PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please pray for members of the parish who are sick or housebound, 
especially: June Bremner-Tse, Chris Fido, Mimi Peat, Madeline Faherty, 
Chris & Felicity Hughes, Marie Dempster, Linda Guttridge, Colin Eames, 
Geraldine Worthe, Hilary Andrews, Laura Mulligan, Stephanie James, Henry 
Lee, Helen Mole and Dave Gilbert.. 
(If you would like to add a name to this list, then please contact the parish 
office.) 

 
Also, for all the faithful departed, especially those in our Book of 
Remembrance for this month: (DECEMBER):  Ruby Gomez, Robert 
Ashe, Eamonn Burke, Raymond Cook, Peggy Pounds, Ian Devlin, Aguida 
Ortiz, Sarah Keenan, Guillermo Larano, Sheila Halse, Connie Hayes, Peggie 
Bentley, Sarah Irving, Arthur Jacobs, John Michael McNamara, Patricia Gray, 
Ralph Gomez, Jessie Ayres, George Bentley, Richard Gurney, Andy 
Johnston, Norman West and Sister Mary Agatha. May they rest in peace. 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FR. LEO: 
The Christmas Collection for our clergy 
supports 
Father Leo 
and is both 
an 
important 
opportunity 
for us to 
express 
our 
gratitude to them for their service, care 
and guidance – and constitutes a 
significant element of clergy 
remuneration and support.  
A link has now been set up on our 
website - stjohnbosco.co.uk - for any 
electronic contributions and for an 
immediate link to the donation page 
click here: Woodley St John Bosco 
Roman Catholic Church Christmas 
Collection - fundraising for Woodley St 
John Bosco Roman Catholic Church | 
Give as you Live Donate  
Please, if you can, cover the 8% 
charge on top of your donation. This 
cost is what the GAYL platform 
charges for payment/processing fees.  
Thankyou!!!  

BASKET OFFERINGS: As is 

tradition, all 
basket 
collections 
made 
December 
24 - 25 will 
be for Fr. 
Leo. Please can we have help 
with this - during Mass and after 
Mass. 
 
REMINDER: 
The travelling 
Posada will 
need to be 
brought back to 
the church for 
the 5pm 
Christmas Eve Nativity Mass 
and brought down to Fr. Leo at 
the altar at the START of Mass. 
(No children's liturgy) 
 
DIVINE MERCY: 
Sunday 28th December 
3pm in the main 
church.  
 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 

9.30am Adoration before weekday Masses 

TODAY 
21 DEC 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN  
IN ADVENT  
Children's Liturgy - LAST 

5.50pm 
6.30pm 
 
10.00am 

Rosary - Lady Chapel 
Barbara + & Jozef + 
Norwicki 
Patricia Gray + 

MON 22 4th Week of Advent 10.00am  

TUES 23 4th Week of Advent 10.00am George Bentley + 

WED 24 THE NATIVITY 
OF THE LORD 

5.00PM 
 
8.00PM 
(7.30pm 
Carols) 

Prayer Corner People 
 
SJB candidates following 
Sacramental Programmes 
 

THUR 25 
DEC 

CHRISTMAS  
DAY 

 
10.00AM 

 
SJB Parishioners 

FRI 26 
DEC 

ST. STEPHEN 
(Altar servers expected) 

11.30AM Cesar Gacias + 

SAT 27 ST. JOHN (Apostle) No am 
Mass 

 

SUN 28 THE HOLY FAMILY of 
JESUS, MARY &  
JOSEPH 

5.50pm 
 
6.30pm 
 
10.00am 

Rosary - Lady Chapel 
 
Andy Johnston +  
 
Chloe D'Mello -  
Thanksgiving 

SUN 4TH 
JAN 

SECOND SUNDAY  
AFTER THE NATIVITY 
(Fr. Brian Oswald) 

5.50pm 
6.30pm 
10.00am 

Rosary - Lady Chapel 
Arthur Pearl + 
Elvira Monopoli + 

Sun 11th  
JAN 

THE BAPTISM OF THE 
LORD - FEAST 
(Fr. Noah Monday) 

5.50pm 
6.30pm 
10.00am 

Rosary - Lady Chapel 
Alphonsus + (21 yrs) 
Frank + & Doreen + Riley 

 
 

   
12th JANUARY - BEGINNING OF ORDINARY 
TIME & A RETURN TO GREEN VESTMENTS 

https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/woodley-st-john-bosco-roman-catholic-church-christmas-collection-2025
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/woodley-st-john-bosco-roman-catholic-church-christmas-collection-2025
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/woodley-st-john-bosco-roman-catholic-church-christmas-collection-2025
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/woodley-st-john-bosco-roman-catholic-church-christmas-collection-2025
https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/fundraising/woodley-st-john-bosco-roman-catholic-church-christmas-collection-2025

