
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF ST JOHN 

BOSCO, WOODLEY 

 
           30TH NOVEMBER 2025 

                                                                                   
           1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A
    

St. John Bosco Church 
56 Western Avenue, 
Woodley, Reading. 

RG5 3BH 
 

Parish Priest 
Fr. Leo Odomeja 

 
Parish Administrator 

Debs Gibson 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday - Friday 
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Adoration 

9.30am - before weekday 
Mass 

 
Confessions 

After weekday Masses & 
Saturday at 5.45pm 

 
Tea/Coffee 

After Wed & Sun Mass 
 

Priest’s Mass Intentions 
Please complete a brown 
envelope in the foyer and  

arrange with the office  
 

Part of  
Catholic Diocese of  

Portsmouth 
Registered Charity Number 

1199568 
 

Diocesan Newsletter 
www.portsmouthdiocese.org

.uk/enews/current.php 

TODAY 30TH NOVEMBER IS THE 
FIRST SUNDAY OF  ADVENT 
YEAR A.  
With the first Sunday of Advent a 
new liturgical year begins: the 
People of God begin again on the 
way to living the mystery of Christ 
in history. Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. 
(Pope Benedict XVI) 
 
This liturgical Year A, the Gospel 
readings will be taken from St. 
Matthew . 
 
TODAY: As we begin the season of 
Advent, which has the twofold 
character of preparing us to celebrate 
the coming of Christ as Man (First 
coming) and reminding us to prepare 
for His coming in glory (Second 
coming), the Church deploys some 
visual helps to aid our reflection and 
preparation. This is where the Advent 
wreath candles come in. Our thanks 
to Pia and Sheila who have set them 
up for us this year. There are usually 
5 candles: one white, one rose/pink 
and three purple/violet. Each candle 
is symbolic, and as we go through the 
Sundays of Advent, lighting a candle 
per Sunday we shall reflect a bit here, 
on the symbolism of each candle.  

The first purple candle, lit this 

Sunday, symbolises HOPE.  

TODAY CHRISTMAS 
CRAFT GIFTS: On 
sales in our church 
foyer table-top stand 
before and after both 
weekend Mases - FINAL week!!   
 
CHILDREN'S  
LITURGY: TODAY   in the Newman 
Centre (Register before Mass. There 
is an offertory collection basket for 
you next to the register.     
 
FRIDAY EVENING MASS WITH 
VESPERS:  Evening Mass with 
vespers (evening prayers) will be  at 
6:30pm every Friday. 
 
CONFIRMATION 
CLASS: This 
Saturday at 5pm in 
the Newman 
Centre. Following 
the lesson all 
Confirmandi are 
expected to join 
the vigil mass at 6.30pm.  
 
TRAVELLING 
POSADA: With 
Advent 
approaching we 
will be launching 
our travelling 
Posada. The 
nativity figures 
(excl. baby Jesus) travel around the 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL 
On admission, all Catholics 

must inform staff if they wish 
to receive Holy  

Communion or see a priest.  
Catholic Chaplaincy  

RBH  0118 322 7105 
Arrangements are patient-led 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO  
CATHOLIC PRIMARY 

SCHOOL  
Western Avenue, 

Woodley RG5 3BH 
Tel. 0118 969 3893 

 
Head Teacher:  

Mrs. Laura Hulland 
Website: 

www.stdominicsavio.co.uk 

Today’s Psalm Response:  Let us go rejoicing to the 
    The house of the Lord.   

MILITARY WIVES: 
Arborfield Military wives 
Christmas concert at 
Christ the King Fri 12th 
Dec at 7.30pm. All 
welcome. Free event! 

Images reproduced under CC   licence 4.0 
unless otherwise stated.  

DIOCESAN  
VACANCIES: 
Please follow the link 
for current vacancies :  
 Careers - Catholic Diocese of 
Portsmouth, 
(portsmouthdiocese.org.uk)  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAROLS AROUND THE 
CRIB - WEDNESDAY 17th 
DEC AT 6PM. This will 
take place inside the 
church to keep us all warm! 
 
DOMINICAN SISTERS: 
Are running an 
essential guide 
to Catechism 
course on zoom 
9am-12 noon 
on Saturday 
6th/13th/20th 
December. 
Please give it your 
consideration - they are 
fabulous teachers. Click 
this link to enroll Essential 
Training for Catechists | 
Light of Truth or go to 
www.lightoftruth.uk 
 

ADORATION OF THE 
BLESSED  
SACRAMENT:  
LAST DATE OF 2025 - 
Monday 14th December 
after 10.00am Mass, in 
the Lady Chapel. The 
church will be open all day 
for you to adore the 
Blessed Sacrament, until 
18.40pm when the closing 
evening prayers begin. 
Finish 7.00pm. 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1455918784702101/
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https://www.lightoftruth.uk/event-details/essential-training-for-catechists-2025-12-06-09-00
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PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please pray for members of the parish who are sick or housebound, especially: 
June Bremner-Tse, Chris Fido, Mimi Peat, Madeline Faherty, Chris & Felicity 
Hughes, Marie Dempster, Linda Guttridge, Colin Eames, Geraldine Worthe, 
Hilary Andrews, Laura Mulligan, Stephanie James, Henry Lee, Helen Mole and 
Dave Gilbert.. 
(If you would like to add a name to this list, then please contact the parish office.) 

 
Also, for all the faithful departed, especially those in our Book of Remembrance 
for this month: (DECEMBER):  Ruby Gomez, Robert Ashe, Eamonn Burke, 
Raymond Cook, Peggy Pounds, Ian Devlin, Aguida Ortiz, Sarah Keenan, 
Guillermo Larano, Sheila Halse, Connie Hayes, Peggie Bentley, Sarah Irving, 
Arthur Jacobs, John Michael McNamara, Patricia Gray, Ralph Gomez, Jessie 
Ayres, George Bentley, Richard Gurney, Andy Johnston, Norman West and 
Sister Mary Agatha. May they rest in peace. 

ADVENT TREE: Our 
Advent tree is now in 
the church foyer. Buy a 
bauble for a friend or 
family member for £5 
each. Those on our 
tree will be prayed for 
at Christmas.  

 

ADVENT CONFESSIONS: Here at 
St. John Bosco Church: 
Monday 8th, Tuesday 9th & Friday 
12th December  6.30pm-8pm 

 St. Joseph's Wed 17th Dec 
7pm 

 Christ the King Thurs 18th 
Dec 7pm 

 OLOP SAT 20th Dec 10.00am 

 English Martyr's SAT 20th Dec 
10.00am 

 LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
ADORATION 9.30AM BEFORE WEEKDAY Masses.  

UNDAY 
NOV 30 

FIRST SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 
Children's Liturgy  - N/C 

5.50pm 
6.30pm 
 
10.00am 

Rosary - Lady Chapel 
Manzo Giuseppina + 
 
Tessa Peat + 

Mon 01 
December 

Of the 1st Week of  
Advent 

10.00am Thanksgiving 
7.15pm Bible Study (N/Ctnr) 

Tues 02 Of the 1st Week of  
Advent 

10.00am Friends recovery from  
surgery (JD'S) 

Wed 03 St. Francis Xavier 10.00am Ian Devlin +  2nd Anniv 

Thurs 04 Of the 1st Week of  
Advent 

 
7.00pm 

2pm Bible Study N/Cntr 
St. Monica's Prayer Group 

Fri 05 Of the 1st Week of  
Advent 

10.00am 
18.30pm 

James Knox + 
Thanksgiving 

Sat 06 St. Nicholas No am 
Mass 

5PM CONFIRMATION 
CLASS 

SUNDAY 
DEC 07 

SECOND SUNDAY 
OF ADVENT 
Children's Liturgy  
 - N/Cntr 

5.50pm 
6.30pm 
10.00am 

Rosary - Lady Chapel 
Alphonsus + 
Babalola Family  
thanksgiving 

parish and families play 'innkeepers' 
for the night. On the 24th December 
the Posada returns to church and will 
be joined by baby Jesus. The host on 
the night of the 23rd December must 
be at the 5pm Christmas Eve Mass. 
Please sign the sheet in the 
Newman centre if you wish to take 
part.  
 
GREGORIAN CHANT COURSE: 
Registration Opens for Portsmouth 
Gregorian Chant Course 2026 open for 
registration, inviting music lovers, 
singers, and spiritual seekers to 
immerse themselves in the enchanting 
world of Gregorian Chant at St John’s 
Cathedral, Portsmouth. This unique 
course offers a rare opportunity to 
explore one of the oldest and most 
profound musical traditions in the 

Western world. Click on this link to 
register & find out more. Portsmouth 
Gregorian Chant Course  
 
ST. MONICA'S 
CATHOLIC 
WOMEN'S 
PRAYER GROUP: 
This Thursday 4th 
December . Mass 
at 7pm in the Lady 
Chapel followed by 
Rosary and 
Adoration.  
 
Refreshments 
& gathering in 
the Newman 
Centre  
8-9pm. All women welcome.  

POSH COFFEE'S: 
Next SUNDAY 7TH 
DECEMBER after 
10am Mass. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS: Please use 
the brown envelopes in the church 
foyer. Suggested donation £10. 
Please leave a contact name and 
number in case your requested 
date isn't available. Thank you. 
 
ST. DOMINIC SAVIO 
SCHOOL CAROL 
SERVICE: At St. John 
Bosco church 
Tuesday 16th 
December at 1.30pm 
and 6pm. 
 
GAUDETE 
SUNDAY - 14TH 
DECEMBER: To 
raise money for the 
church roof you are 
all invited to wear a 
Christmas jumper to Mass 
that weekend 13/14 
December and pay £1. For 
the roof fund!  

Stained Glass window  
of  St Monica (By Alfgar) 
 

https://portsmouthgregorianchant.blogspot.com/2025/10/for-immediate-release-registration.html
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