
ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF  

ST JOHN BOSCO, WOODLEY 

 
 

 Sunday  9th August 2020                       18TH SUNDAY OF  
 ORDINARY TIME YEAR A                                   

St. John Bosco Church 
56 Western Avenue, 
Woodley, Reading. 

RG5 3BH 
 

Parish Priest 
Fr Bill Wilson 

 
Parish Administrator 

Debs Gibson 
 

Tel: 0118 969 3423 
 

Office Hours 
Wed—Friday 
10am—2pm 

 
Email 

stjohnbosco 
@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
Website 

stjohnbosco.co.uk    
        

Facebook 
  https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1455918784702101 

 
Safeguarding Minister 

Julie Hamblin 
07950 978592 

 
Adoration 
Suspended 

 
Confessions 
Suspended 

 
Tea/Coffee 
Suspended 

 
Priest’s Mass Intentions 

Please complete one of the 
special envelopes and  
arrange with the office  

 
Part of  

PORTSMOUTH ROMAN 
CATHOLIC DIOCESAN 

TRUST Registered Charity 
Number 246871 

 
Diocesan Newsletter 

www.portsmouthdiocese.org
.uk/enews/current.php 

 

CHURCH OPENING TIMES 
MASS: 10.00AM WEDNESDAY 
PRIVATE PRAYER: SUNDAY 

10.00AM-11.00AM 
 

VISITOR NUMBERS: Sun 2nd: 5, 
Wed 5th: 7. 
 
WEEKDAY MASS: WHAT TO 
EXPECT: 
 
Please: 
 

 arrive 20 minutes before Mass 
begins (late-comers will not be 
admitted). 

 

 wear a mask if you have one 
(you will be offered one 
otherwise). 

 

 maintain 2 metres distance at all 
times, including outside. 

 

 enter the foyer one at a time and 
follow directions of steward 
who will sanitise your hands. 

 

 complete an attendance slip. 
They are on a table just inside 
the internal doors. Complete 
once seated, not at the table. 
Pens will be provided but must 
be taken home, not left (a free 
gift!). The slips are for “track 
and trace” purposes. The slips 
will be removed each day and 
shredded after 21 days. 

STEWARDS: We need 
more stewards for 
Wednesdays. Can you 
help? You must be under 
70 and without medical 
conditions making you 
vulnerable to COVID 19. 
Please email office if you 
can.  
 
WEBSITE DONATE 
BUTTON: Please 
consider using this if you 
usually give cash. Many 
thanks. 
 
CHEQUES: We can now 
accept cheques via the 
office. If you wish to 
donate this way, please 
make cheque payable to 
“St. John Bosco, 
Woodley”.  
 
GIFT AID LETTERS: If 
you require a letter from 
us for tax purposes 2019-
2020, please email the 
office. Thanks. 
 
 
 
 

St John Bosco Parish is a vibrant 
worshipping community in the heart of Woodley.  
We are committed to serve, to grow, to connect  

and to give. 

GOING INTO HOSPITAL 
 

On admission, all Catholics 
must inform staff if they wish 

to receive Holy  
Communion or see a priest.  

 
Royal Berkshire Hospital 

Switchboard:  
   

0118 3225111 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO  
CATHOLIC PRIMARY 

SCHOOL  
Western Avenue, 

Woodley RG5 3BH 
Tel. 0118 969 3893 

 
Head Teacher:  

Mr. James Broadbridge  
Website: 

www.stdominicsavio.co.uk 

LOCAL GROUPS 
OFFERING HELP IN 
WOODLEY AT THIS TIME: 
 
Woodley volunteering group 
is offering collections of 
food/medicines etc. It's very 
obliging and flexible. People 
can ask for help that they 
need. It doesn't matter 
whether you are on any 
government or local 
authority list as officially 
categorised as "vulnerable". 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/135082544613963/ 
 
Woodley Foodbank: 
Woodley Baptist Church, 
food or donations weekdays 
10.00am till 12 noon. 
Financial donations can be 
made via bank transfer: 
CAF Bank, A/c No. 0002 
6628, Sort Code: 40 52 40. 
Please be sure to give a 
reference of Woodley 
Foodbank to ensure the 
money is allocated correctly. 
We can also use the online 
donation site: 
www.give.net/20181094. 
 
 
 

FR BILL WRITES: When places of 
worship were allowed to open their 
doors again, Bishop Philip was clear 
that parish priests should be cautious in 
doing so. Before opening, he laid down 
mandatory protocols that precluded 
some churches from opening at all (for 
instance, churches that were too small 
to make social distancing possible). 
Parishes were asked to go at their own 
speed with the material and human 
resources available to them. Possibly 
the most important protocol was the 
procurement and training of stewards. 
Without two stewards present at all 
times, and at least one of them DBS 
checked, no church could open. For 
this and other reasons, SJB was only 
able to open two weeks ago. Since 
then we have had five hours for private 
prayer, a Funeral Mass, and a Baptism. 
Since the numbers at all of these 
events were small, we managed quite 
well. In the light of that experience, I 
have decided to offer one public 
weekday Mass this week as an 
“experiment”. If there is greater uptake 
that one Mass can accommodate, I will 
consider extending that to two weekday 
Masses. For safety’s sake, though, I 
would leave 72 hours between them. At 
the moment, weekday Masses will not 
have to be ticketed in advance: please 
just turn up. See Weekday Mass: What 
to Expect, below. Public Sunday 
Mass, however, is not on the cards just 
yet. The Bishop reminds us that there 
is no Sunday/Holy Day obligation to 
attend Mass at the moment. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1455918784702101/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1455918784702101/
http://www.stdominicsavio.co.uk


LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 

MASS IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC priest’s intentions 

ON WEDNESDAY ONLY. 

 a steward will take you to your 
pew: please sit where you are 
allocated and do not move 
around. This is necessary for 
cleaning and social distancing 
purposes. 

 

 there will be no singing, 
Procession of the Gifts, Prayer 
of the Faithful, or Sign of 
Peace. 

 

 Holy Communion will be 
distributed AFTER the Final 
Blessing, near the organ, under 
one kind only. Please do not 
move until instructed and only 
one bench at a time. You will 
not be able to return to your 
seat: take all your belongings 
with you. Arms must be fully 
extended and hands must be 
as flat as possible. 
Communicants must not touch 
the priest’s/minister’s hand. 
Reception on the tongue may 

take place. If this is what you 
would like, you must kneel on 
the prie dieu provided and 
fully extend your tongue. Do 
not allow your lips to touch 
the priest’s/minister’s hand. 

 

 After receiving Holy 
Communion, you must leave 
the church immediately. 

 

 exit via the fire door, not the 
main entrance, remembering 
to place your attendance slip 
in the box provided. Sanitise 
your hands. 

 

 do not congregate outside the 
fire door. 

 

 if you forget something, do 
not use the fire exit to re-
enter. Use the main entrance. 

 
Toilets, votive candles, and 
parking in the school will not be 
available. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY 19TH SUNDAY IN  
ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

 People of the Parish 

Mon 10 St Lawrence   

Tues 11 St Clare  Kath Houlton + 

Wed 12 St Jane Frances de Chantal 10.00am No intention 

Thurs 13 Ss Pontian and Hippolytus  No intention 

Fri 14 St Maximilian Maria Kolbe   Reuben Aguiar + (first ann) 

Sat 15 Feria  No intention 

AUG 
16TH 

ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 

 No intention 

PRAYER CORNER 
 
Please pray for members of the parish who are sick or housebound, especially: Ellen 
Morganti, June Bremner-Tse, Gerry Houlton, Sr. Joseph, and Anne Evans. 
 
Also, for all the faithful departed, especially those in our Book of Remembrance for this 
month: Giuseppe Monopoli, Anthony John Gray, Kathleen Hodges, Tom Treacy, 
Reginald Halse, Jo Williams, Michael O’Gorman, Reuben Aguiar, Stella Chappe, 
Bolestaw Klonowicz, Anthony McCarthy, Bruce Bentley, Rita Bellinger, Averil Oxley, 
Marjorie Pritchard, Fred Silvester, Joyce Wise, Robert Ashe, and Noeleen Sim. May 
they rest in peace. 

 

LAST WEEK’S AND  
TODAY’S  GOSPEL:  

THE FEEDING OF THE 
FIVE THOUSAND AND 

JESUS WALKS ON THE 
LAKE. 

 
Unknown illuminator 

painted in 1386,  
region not stated 

 
 nwEx-2dCDCGHnA at 

Google Cultural Institute 
Public Domain, https://

commons.wikimedia.org/
w/index.php?

curid=22024027 
 


